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End of the Great Hoe Library Sale Approaching 



THE sale of the Hoe library began 
in the spring of 191 1 . It isn't over 
yet. The first, second and third parts 
of this great collection of books have 
been sold. But there still remains a 
fourth part which will be dispersed at 
the Anderson Galleries in November. 
The highest price ever paid for a book 
was given at the first sale, when a 
Gutenberg Bible was bought for Mr. 
Henry E. Huntington for $5o,ooo. 

Is this price absurdly high? Not 
at all. If this same Bible were put up 
for sale again in the fourth division 
of the library out of which it was 
purchased in the spring of 191 1, it 
probably would bring even more than 
it did then — break the record again. 
It always is thus with valuable, artistic 
and literary property. It is a depend- 
able investment. 

To appreciate the steady growth in 
value of rare books, compare the sale 
of the Robert Hoe library with other 
great book sales. The dispersal of the 
Heber library in England, 1834- 1887, 
totalled $325,000. This doubtless was 
as sensational for the time as the near 
a million dollar sale of the first part 
of the Hoe library is for the present 
day. The Sunderland library, sold 
1881-1883, brought $327,905; the 
Beckford library, 1882 -i883, $367, 
755; the Ashburton manuscripts and 
books, 1891-1898, $479,645. The ag- 
gregate for these four great English 



Libraries is $1 ,5oo,3o5. Observe that 
the first three parts of the Hoe library 
already have brought $1,669,135,75, 
or nearly $170,000 more than the four 
English sales together. And part four 
still to be sold! Is it surprising that 
with the fourth part of the Hoe library 
still to be sold, the sale of this great 
collection of books is expected to reach 
$2,000,000? 

One of the richest divisions of the 
library was its manuscripts. Many of 
these as have already been sold, their 
number is not yet exhausted. No less 
than forty-seven remain, the majority 
of great rarity and all of them beauti- 
ful. They include eighteen " Horae 
Beatae Mariae Virginis" (Books of 
Hours) of the fifteenth century. In one 
of these the purchaser will secure a 
manuscript with twenty-five large and 
fifty-six small miniatures, the entire 
seventy-six of unusual beauty. An- 
other boasts fifteen large miniatures 
on a ground of blue and gold, while 
the S'ixteen miniatures of a third are 
surrounded by borders notable for 
design and coloring. An "Officium 
Beatae Mariae Virginis " (Office of the 
Virgin) of the early part of the six- 
teenth century contains nine full-page 
miniatures executed in the best man- 
ner of the Renaissance. Among the 
manuscripts also will be found a 
volume containing more than sixty 
English poems of the fifteenth to the 
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eighteenth century, one of them " In 
Condemnation of Bald Heads." Manu- 
scripts of early English poetry are be- 
coming very rare. 

The books with notably fine bind- 
ings include volumes decorated with 
armorial bearings and executed for 
kings and queens of France and Eng- 
land. Other rare books are in bind- 
ings from the skilled hands of Trautz- 
Bauzonnet, Mercier, Padeloup, Le 
Gascon, Roger Payne, and other mas- 
ters of the art. Two books come from 
Grolier's library, another was in the 
Maioli library, a third was once owned 
by Henry III of France, and another 
appears to have been bound for Diane 
de Poitiers as a memorial of the fune- 
ral of Henry II. 

Of the incunabula, or early printed 
books, the " Summae Theologiae, 
Prima Pars Secundae" of Aquinas, 
first edition, Mentz, 1471, is in its 
ancient contemporary German bind- 
ing. This book contains the famous 
colophon, "this book is produced not 
by aid of a pen, but by the new and 
wonderful art of printing." "De Arte 
Predicandi" of Augustine was printed 
by Johann Mentelin at Strassburg 
about 1466. This is a rare item of the 
first press set up in Strassburg. "Tus- 
culanarum Quaestionum," by Cicero, 
printed on vellum at Venice in 1472, 
is one of the only six known copies. 
"Coustumier du Pays et Duchie de 
Normandie," first edition, Paris, 1483, 
is exceedingly rare. Quentin's "I'Ore- 
loge de Devocion," printed on vellum 
at Paris about 1 5oo, is one of only four 
known copies. 

The Hoe library was unusually 
strong in the department of English 
literature. Of the more important 



items remaining in this department 
there may be mentioned Bacon's " Re- 
suscitatio," London, 1661. This was 
Charles IPs copy, and the volume 
bears his arms. If you want to buy 
something identified with a king — 
there's the chance. Beaumont and 
Fletcher are well represented, among 
other works, by the "Knight of the 
Burning Pestle," London, i635, an un- 
cut copy. Byron's journals and letters 
are extra-illustrated with one hundred 
and sixty-five portraits and two stanzas 
in Byron's autograph. Castiglione's 
"Courtier," London, i588, is the third 
edition, the rarest of all editions in 
English. Here, too, is Congreve's 
"Incognita," his first work in the 
first edition. This is so rare that even 
the British Museum has no copy. The 
unusually rare third edition of Chau- 
cer's works is an important item in 
this department of the library. An- 
other is the only perfect copy known 
of Daniel's "Delia," London, 1692. 
Also in this department are the very 
rare second edition of Queen Eliza- 
beth's " Prayer Book," London, i58i, 
and the first edition of Heywood's 
"Preparative to Study," London, 1641 . 
A brilliant impression of the por- 
trait in the first state will be found in 
Killigrew's "Comedies." The copy of 
Marmion's "Cupid and Psiche," Lon- 
don, 1687, is supposed to be the only 
one with the engraved title page. 
More's ''Utopia," London, i55i, is 
the first edition of the work in Eng- 
lish. Not only is the copy of Spencer's 
"Faerie Queen" the first edition of. 
the work, but the first issue of the first 
edition. Shelley's "Adonais" is in the 
original blue wrappers, and many 
other Shelley "firsts" are uncut. The 
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third folio with a curious variation of 
the frontispiece is among the desir- 
able Shakespeare items. The"Troy- 
lus and Cresseid" is the first edition 
with the second title. 

The "Merry Wives of Windsor," 
London, 1618, is the rare second edi- 
tion. Issued in 161 8, it is now, in 1912, 
planned to put this play into the mov- 
ing picture houses ! What would they 
have thought of this in 16 18? 

Those who are seeking for Ameri- 
cana will find many items of interest 
to collectors. In this branch of litera- 
ture are Brandt's "Stultifera Navis," 
printed in 1479 and containing an allu- 
sion to the discovery of this continent; 
the Latin Letter of Columbus, Basle, 
1494 ; the "Tyrannies et Cruantez des 
Espagnoles," by Las Casas, Anvers, 
1579; the second edition of the first 
narrative of Magellan's discovery of 
the Straits, the "Mundus Novus" of 
Vespuccius, Augsburg, i5o4, the first 
dated edition, of which only four copies 
areknown,andMontalboddo'sbookon 
the voyages of Da Gama, Vespuccius 
and others, Milan, i5o8, the second 
edition, which is equal in rarity to 
the first. The book is very important 
because it is the first collection of 
voyages. 

Of French books in this sale there 
is an unusual collection of the writings 
of Balzac, with many first editions. 
The " Decameron," printed at Paris in 
1757-61, is in a rich binding by Pade- 
loup. The first collected edition of the 
works of Corneille, Paris, 1644, is rare. 
It is of curious interest that Corneille's 
' ' Rodogune Princess des Parthes " was 
printed in the apartment of Mme. de 
Pompadour, 1760. She wanted to see 
how printing was done, so the King 



had a press set up in her rooms and 
ordered this book printed there. Sev- 
eral Dumas are first editions with the 
author's autograph. The "Choix de 
Chansons" of La Borde is one of few 
uncut copies. "LesNouvelles" of Mar- 
garet of Navarre, Berne, 1780-81, also 
is uncut and extremely rare. There is 
an edition of Rousseau in twenty-two 
volumes which is one of only sixty 
copies, and Saint Pierre's "Paul et 
Virginie" is in the first edition. The 
many choice La Fontaine items in- 
clude one in a binding by Padeloup. 

Among autographs are a very inter- 
esting collection of seventeen auto- 
graph letters by Ruskin ; Scott's cor- 
rected proof sheets of the poems of 
Swift and Sheridan; a volume con- 
taining 275 pages of manuscript by 
Southey , embracing first drafts of many 
of his poems, and an autograph manu- 
script of six pages by Swinburne, 
signed in full. Other autographs are 
a fine four-page autograph letter from 
Garrick, twenty-two letters from G. H. 
Boughton regarding his paintings, and 
a four page autograph letter signed by 
CatherinedeMedicis,whoselettersare 
of great rarity. 

Miscellanies comprehend a longand 
important series of Grolier Club pub- 
lications which will afford collectors an 
opportunity to complete their sets. 
The Ovid, printed at Venice in i5o2, 
was Grolier's and contains his arms 
and device. Another collection of 
printed " Horae" is offered, and some 
of these are on vellum and richly illumi- 
nated. Several of the rarest Kelmscott 
Press publications are here ; while in 
a separate alphabet at the end of Vol- 
ume II of the catalogue is Mr. Hoe's 
remarkable collection of bibliography 
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of literature and the fine arts, one of 
the most important collections ever 
offered at public sale. It includes all 
the remaining privately printed cata- 
logues of his library and of his privately 
printed work on book bindings. 

In a review of the chief features in 
this coming book sale, the New York 
Herald pointed out that in all these 
divisions of the great library that of 
books in fine bindings doubtless is 
most interesting to the general public, 
because a binding so fine that it may 
be regarded as a work of art, and in 
numerous instances increasing the 
value of the volume many, many 
times, appeals not only to the book 
collector, but also to the general 
reader. 

Moreover of late years fine bindings 
with armorial bearings have become 
especially attractive to the collector. In 
themselvesarmorialbearingsofformer 
owners of books, provided these own- 
ers were either widely known biblio- 
philes or men and women of note, 
make what are known as "association" 
books. In the Hoe library the copy of 
the " Eikon Basilike," or in the quaint 
English of its time, ' ' The Pourtraicture 
of His Sacred Majestie in His Solitudes 
and Sufferings," belonged to Charles 
II and is one of the presentation copies 
from that king mentioned by Lowndes. 
This volume is bound in contemporary 
English brown morocco, has gilt pan- 
elling on the side and fleurons in the 
corners, and in the centre of both 
covers the crowned initials, "C. R." 
There is a frontispiece representing 
Charles I at his devotions engraved 
by Marshall, and the copy contains at 
the end the " Perfect Copie of Private 
Prayers Used by His Majestie in the 



Time of His Sufferings," a feature 
often missing. 

The romantic association between 
King Henry II of France and Diane 
de Poitiers is recalled by "Le Livre 
des Statuts et Ordonnances de I'Or- 
dre Sainct Michel," which was pub- 
lished in Paris about i55o. This vol- 
ume is printed on vellum and bound 
in contemporary brown morocco. The 
' ' association " is established by the de- 
sign—in the inside corner the bow and 
on the four outside lateral parts the 
arrows and quiver of Diane de Poi- 
tiers, with the arms of King Henry II 
of France in the centre of each cover, 
accompanied by the characteristic cres- 
cent of Diane painted white between 
two H's, a gilt fleur de lys on each 
panel of the back. 

Still more characteristic of the Henry 
II and Diane de Poitiers' "association" 
is the book by Paschalius printed in 
Paris in i56o and already alluded to. 
Its contemporary French binding may 
be said to be divided into compart- 
ments formed by interlaced bands 
painted dark green and outlined in 
silver, the intervening spaces orna- 
mented with silver tooled scrolls and 
arabesque. The designs which recall 
the King and Diane are the royal arms 
of France in the centre o': both covers, 
the crowned H and the famous inter- 
laced monogram D and H, besides the 
three interlaced crescents painted in 
gold. If, as has been suggested, this 
volume was bound for presentation to 
Diane as a memorial of the funeral of 
the King, it often must have awakened 
sad memories of the power that passed 
out of her hands with his death. 

Poor Marie Antoinette is called to 
mind by a copy of La Fontaine's "Fa- 
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bles Choisies," with the plates by Fes- 
sard after designs by Bardin, Caresme, 
Huet, Leprince, Monnet and others, 
and the text engraved by Montulay 
and Drouet. The plates are of the first 
issue, which is difficult to find. The 
work is in six volumes in old red 
morocco, four of the volumes having 
the coat of arms of Marie Antoinette 
as Dauphine, one volume that of Marie 
Adelaide and another that of Elizabeth 
of France ; a variety which gives addi- 
tional value to the set, in which there 
are no less than 718 plates. 

Mme. de Pompadour treated herself 
to a first edition of a volume on the 
correct method of regulating clocks 
and watches. It is bound in old red 
morocco and has her coat of arms on 
the side, doublures of blue silk, gilt 
paper guards, gilt edges and other 
details of a fine binding. In the book 
are four folded plates. Another book 
with Mme. de Pompadour's coat of 
arms is Houssaye's "Reflections, Sen- 
tences and Moral Maxims," with an 
engraved frontispiece, and published 
in Paris in 1742. There may be some 
connection between clocks and mor- 
als, but it is difficult to discover, save 
that there is a time for everything. 
The comedy, "Le Tuteur Dupe," by 
Cailhava, has the arms of Mme. du 
Barry. 

Besides these distinct "association" 
books there are in this part of the Hoe 
library many other treasures of book- 
binding. Naturally the work of French 
binders predominates because of its 
ahistic pre-eminence. There are sev- 
eral volumes that once belonged to 
that prince of bibliophiles, Jean Gro- 
lier, and which have on their covers 
the famous inscription, " lo. Grolierii 



et Amicorum," one of the volumes 
being an Aldus edition of Pontanus. 
The dark green morocco binding is of 
the same period as the book, a fact 
which is vouched for by an inlaid letter 
from Mr. Belin, addressed to Mr. Hoe, 
stating that the bindings are genuine 
and have only been slightly restored 
in the corners. 

The three morocco slip cases in 
which are the three volumes of the 
"Homilies and Sermons of Saint 
Matthew," by Chrysostomus, in the 
French translation of De Marsilly, 
ruled throughout with red ink and 
published in Paris in 1698, are re- 
corded in the catalogue as "magnifi- 
cent specimens in perfect condition" 
of Padeloup bindings. The material 
is old French blue morocco. The sides 
are covered with a rich mosaic design 
of compartments in red and citron mo- 
rocco tooled and gilt in dotted scrolls 
in imitation of the bindings of Le 
Gascon. 

An example of Robert Payne's bind- 
ing is an edition of Milton's "Paradise 
Lostand Paradise Regained," London, 
1795-96. This is of great interest. For 
not only is this old blue straight 
grained morocco binding, with its gilt 
tooled floral border inside, its leather 
joints and gilt edges, a handsome 
specimen of the work of this famous 
old binder, but it contains his auto- 
graph bill laid in. The bill is couched 
in quaint language and leads one to 
suppose that as Payne considered it 
necessary to explain the price, it prob- 
ably was decidedly above the average, 
charged for his work, which also is 
above even his average. The explana- 
tion is well worth reprinting:— "Bound 
in the very best manner, sew'd with 
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strong silk, being very thick paper re- 
quired very strong and honest work. . . . 
Every two leaves is pickt out of three 
copies, not depending on a whole 
sheet, as some parts of a whole sheet 
may be defective and other parts ex- 
ceeding good, and the very best copy. 
It took up a good deal of time to exam- 
ine and pick out the very best." 

Another division of the library which 
on account of the richness and beauty 
of the objects grouped under it should 
attract general notice is the division 
of manuscripts already referred to, 
which includes illuminated missals, 
and especially a series of beautiful 
"Books of Hours" and "Offices of 
the Virgin." The finest of these are 
^examples of early French illumination, 
with an occasional Flemish influence 
making itself felt. 

A book of "Officia" — offices for 
various religious occasions, chiefly for 
Advent and Nativity is a manuscript 
on vellum of the early part of the XVIth 
century, written in neat Roman char- 
acters black, red and gold, executed 
in Italy. It is ornamented with nine 
beautiful full-page miniatures in gold 
and colours ; and has eighty-seven il- 
luminated borders in the interlaced 
style, and numerous large and small 
ornamental initials. It is a small folio, 
on old red morocco, with gilt panelled 
sides and gilt edges and is in a morocco 
slip case. The nine large miniatures 
are in the best style of the Italian Art 
of the Renaissance and are significant 
for grouping, drapery, expression, 
architecture and ornamentation. All 
are in compartments and are very 
much in the manner of Ghirlandaio. 

In "The Annunciation," the central 
miniature is within a dome, archangels 



and the Deity above, St. Joseph in the 
courtyard, in which are rabbits, a 
monkey and other objects. Beneath, 
in a diamond-shaped space, is cele- 
brated the marriage of St. Joseph and 
theVirgin.Sybils,Apostles, Saints and 
arabesque ornaments occur in the 
border on grounds of various colours. 
A capital letter T is in a silver shield 
on the arch of the central miniature. 

' ' The Nativity" shows the Wise Men 
before Herod in a compartment below. 
There are borders of naked boys climb- 
ing a tree encircled by a grapevine, 
floral ornaments and two small minia- 
tures, with predominating grounds of 
brown and white. "Adam and Eve 
expelled from Paradise," is a minia- 
ture within an arched marble portico, 
of various colours, with the capital letter 
T at top. In the background a white 
marble fountain is playing. It is sur- 
roundedby trees; architectural borders 
of arabesque. This is a most beautiful 
painting. "Christ calling His Apos- 
tles," with another miniature below, 
has borders in compartments of gro- 
tesqueandarabesqueonagoldground, 
and five small miniatures of scenes in 
the Life of Christ. 

In ' ' The Three "Women at the Sepul- 
chre," an angel is seated on the Tomb, 
Christ in the background, the City of 
Jerusalem in the distance; border of 
flowers, fruits, birds, animals, gems, 
etc., divided, in compartments, and 
containing nine small miniatures rep- 
resenting "Christ at Emmaus," "In- 
credulity of Thomas," "Descent of 
Christ into Hell," and other scenes. 

"The Last Judgment," has an archi- 
tectural frame with, in the lower part, 
five small paintings of Biblical sub- 
jects, trophies and ornaments on a 
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gold ground on the lateral margin. 
"Jonah at Nineveh" also is shown in 
an architectural compartment with 
cupola, in which is a separate minia- 
ture of a cardinal kneeUng before a 
Pope, Below, in a centre of a mosaic 
ornament is a small painting of Mary 
Magdalen washing the feet of Christ. 
All these are surrounded by fine ara- 
besque borders having four small 
miniatures. "The Descent of the 
Holy Ghost," is pictured within a 
beautiful border in compartments, 
composed of angels, musical instru- 
ments, gem-like ornaments and other 
details. The ninth painting shows 
various subjects connected with the 
life of the Virgin, in eleven architec- 
tural compartments, in one of which 
the capital letter T occurs again. 

These Offices were composed by a 
well-known Neapolitan litterateur and 
protector of letters and arts of his day. 
Andrea Matteo Acquaviva d'Aragona, 
Due of Atri and Prince of Teramo. 



The inscription proving this is fol- 
lowed by the dedication of Acquaviva 
to his family, and by a breve of Pope 
Leo X, dated Rome, February 5th, 
1 5 19, approving the "Offices" and 
granting certain indulgences to the 
Acquaviva family, and to whoever 
should recite them. The manuscript 
was evidently executed and illumi- 
nated for its compiler, as the coat of 
arms of the family of Acquaviva d'Ara- 
gona is painted on the lower part of 
the first page of the text. It comes from 
the libraries of the Duke of Cassano 
Serra, and the Earl of Morley. 

The catalogue of this sale will con- 
tain more than four thousand items, 
and when it is considered that three- 
fourths of the library already has been 
sold some idea of its vast extent is 
gained. No wonder its dispersal, even 
before this final sale, has taken rank 
as the greatest event of its kind the 
world has known. 



